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Vor. XIII. 


Pretminary Epucation. 


On another page will be found an article, quoted 
from The British Medical Journal, which will be help- 
ful to those who take an interest in the question of 
the education of veterinary students. Only two 
facts come clearly out—(1) that the Genera: Medical 
Council has not yet grasped the question ; (2) that 
it is not inclined to accept the guidance of its 
experts. 

A preliminary educational test is applied to candi- 
dates desiring to enter any profession for one reason, 
viz., to try and ensure that the candidate possesses 
sufficient brains and information to enable him to 
master the technical knowledge necessary for his 
career. In all callings many pass the test who 
never master the professional subjects. Unless the 
standard of test is very high any mediocrity can pass 
it by the aid of acrammer. The standard is very 
artificial, and it becomes a question whether it should 
be fixed in accordance with the after requirements of 
the candidate or in comparison with the attainments 
of other classes of men who have to submit to matri- 
culation examinations Owing to the fact that a 
sound knowledge of Latin and Greek was necessary 
to the study of theology, and that theologists have for 
centuries had their hand upon our schouls, education 
has been saturated with the so-called classics. ‘I'o 
this we trace the snobbish idea that an education 
which has not included Latin and Greek is 
unworthy of a gentleman, There is no _ idea 
expressed in the two classic languages that is 
not available in good sound English, and there are 
not two men in every thousand who have passed 
through our public schools that are able to appreci- 
ate the niceties of style or expression of the original. 
Of far more use than classics to all ordinary beings 
are modern languages and elementary science. The 
General Medical Council prefers Greek and Latin, 
and so forces educational bodies to adopt a special 
form and standard of examination if they desire to 
give certificates acceptable to the doctors. 

If the educational examination of veterinary stu- 
dents is to be enforced for the good of the student, 
it should be so arranged that the chief subjects would 
be of material use to him in his studies. This means 
that we should arrange our own examination. 

If the matriculation is merely a test of the candi- 
dates general school training, we had better accept 
whatever conventional standard is supposed to be 
most fit for our social position. We may compare 
ourselves with the medical men and then we should 
accept their examination. We may compare our- 
selves with other classes and then we should be con- 
tent with any scholastic examination of a moderate 
standard—say, something less than a University 
matriculation. 


Royal College ot 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


JULY EXAMINATIONS IN LONDON. 


At meetings of the Board of Examiners held in 
London on July 4th for the Written Examination 
and on and between the 12th and 16th inclusive for 
the Oral and Practical examinations. The following 
gentlemen passed their final examination and were 
admitted members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 


THREE YEARS CouRSE. 


Mr. G. Sykes | Mr. R. Peddie 
Four YEARs Course. 

Mr. D. A. Aitchison | Mr. K. Hewlett 
H. H. Aldred The Kumar Shri Jethiji 
P. V. Beatty | Mr. F. E. Mason 
P. T. V. Basset H. A. Reid 
W. J. Boyd E. A. Ryan 
F. W. Cousens E. L. Siddall 
H. Cooper J. T. Share Jones 
K. J. Collings S. E. Sampson * 
F. Crossley H. Thackeray t+ 
J. Chalmers G. Tucker * 
J. A Dixon C. Tyley 


E. 8. Gillett * L. M, Verney 


The following passed the Third Examination : 
Mr. J. Adamson Mr. H. H.S8. George 


J.G. Angwin * L. G. Gryspeerdt 

J. R. Baxter J. Harrison * 

G. S. Bruce A. W. B. Hodgson 
W. H. Bradley F. Hopkin * 

W. H. Chase t H.S. Howard Jones 
W. H. Edwards D. Jones 


H. 
A. Littlejohn * S. F. G. Pallin * 
G. May F. W. Robards t 
R. E. Mosedale R. 
E. 8. Oliver * A. 


J. Sargent 
G. Saunders 


W. T. Olver t W. E. Schofield 

R. Paine E. C. Webb * 

E. M. Perry * E. P. Aryle * 

The following passed their Second Examination : 

Mr. 8S. Dodd * | Mr. G. P. Male t 

J.C. Fitzgerald G. E. Owen 

N. Gilford F O. Parsons 

T. S. Green | G. H. Rainforth 

A. Goodall * | G. Sutton 

J. R. Godbold * P. G. Short 

H. E. Gibbs t+ | C. H. Sheather 

W. N. Jiirgenson C. W. Townsend 

M. F. Kelly | H. X. Turnbull * 

W. P. Loft | A. H. Watson 

L. M. Magee W. G. Wragg * 
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The following passed their First Examination : 


Mr. G. G. Brown | Mr. H. J. Holness 

C. Broad | R. J. Hills * 
T. E. Burridge * T. S. Hunter 
T. Bowett | A. S. Leese t 
C. Crowhurst A. R. Lewis 
W. Cawthorn * H. P. Lewis 
E. T. Clemow H. Mason * 
G. A. Dibben E. O'Reilly * 
J. McRea Frust F. C. O’Rorke 
A. N. Foster t J. P. Penhale 
R. F. R. Staples 


©. Glover | | 
J.T. M. Hughes Vaet Woodley 
W. H. Walker* 


Marked thus * passed with second class honours. 
+ 


” fi rst ” ” 
Arruur Wm. HILL. 


” ” ” 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


WESTERN COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the members was held at Chubb’s Hotel, 
Plymouth, on Thursday, July 19th, when there were 

resent Mr. P. G. Bond, President, Plymouth ; Messrs. 

_H. Bloye, F. P. Collings, A. Marshall, and D. Mac- 
donald, Plymouth ; G. H. Elder, Taunton; T. Olver, 
Truro; W. Ascott, Bideford ; 5. H. Gibbings, Tavistock; 
W. Ridgman, Liskeard ; and J. Dunstan, St. Mellion, 
(hon. sec.) 

A communication was read from the Victoria Benevo- 
lent Fund asking for further subscriptions. The letter 
was allowed to lie on the table. 

The Hox. SecrReETARY announced the receipt of an 
invitation to send a delegate to the International Con- 
gress on Hygiene and Demography at Paris. He men- 
tioned that amongst the subjects to be dealt with at the 
Congress would be that of infectious diseases of animals 
communicable to man, and ptomaiae poisoning, the 
latter being of special interest to Plymouth owing to the 
recent fatal cases. He further explained that a sub- 
scription of £1 1s. would entitle the Association to a 
report of the proceedings of the Congress : and, on the 
motion of Mr. Elder, seconded by Mr. Olver, it was 
resolved to subscribe £1 1s. to the funds. 

It was reported that the Treasurer (Mr. W. B. Nelder, 
Exeter) had expressed his intention of not again under- 
taking the duties. It was at first suggested that he 
should be asked to reconsider his decision, but, on it 
being intimated that this was hopeless, the resignation 
was accepted. 

Mr. OLVER proposed, and Mr. ELpER seconded, that 
Mr. Bond be asked to accept the office of treasurer. 
This was unanimously carried, and the President 
acknowledging the compliment, said he should be very 
pleased to undertake the duties. 

The next business was to appoint the place for the 
next meeting of the Association at the end of November. 

The Hon. Secrerary remarked that only one visit 
had been paid to Cornwall, the meetings having been 
held chiefiy in Devonshire and at Taunton. 

Mr, OLVER proposed that the next meeting should be 
held at Truro. He said a capital meeting took place 
there on the last occasion, and promised, if the Associa- 
tion came, to do his best to obtain for the members a 
very hearty reception. 

Mr. BLoyE seconded the proposition, and it was 
carried unanimously. 

Mr. BLoye produced for the inspection of the mem- 


bers an unique specimen of a calcified auricle of an old 
horse from Devonport, a | preg ae a member of the 
Association. He remarked that literature on this sub- 
ject in its veterinary aspect was very decidedly sparse. 
There were many cases of calcified blood vessels, both 
in human and veterinary literature, but he had found 
no recorded case of such an instance as this, although 
he knew that several had been seen and reported on. 
On coming across this specimen he thought the members 
would be interested in looking at it. 

Mr. MARSHALL exhibited a tumour taken from the 
vagina Of a mare. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By P. G. Bonn, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—lIn the first place, allow me to express to 
the members of the Western Counties Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association, my best thanks for the honour con- 
ferred in electing me as your President for the coming 


year. 


It is a position which I will endeavour to uphold with 
the merit it deserves, by showing that interest in the 
advancement of our calling which we all have at heart. 
And having been chosen by my professional brethren, 
it will be my earnest desire to dv all in my power to 
justify your kind selection during the term of office. I 
hardly know what subject to take to form the matter of 
an address, but the idea has occurred to me that as the 
century is drawing tu aclose, and a new era is about to 
commence, it may be not without profit that we look 
back at the period we have gone through whilst in the 
exercise of our duty, and during the retrospect, pause, 
to enquire the condition of the veterinary art and 
science as we now find it, and the state of that art as 
compared with the past. 

It is not my intention to give you an exhaustive dis- 
course on veterinary science, but merely state what I 
may call my own experience during the time I have been 
acquainted with medicine, to the period embracing the 
past thirty years, and certain questions have risen in my 
mind. These questions I beg to submit for your kind 
consideration and are as follows :—- 

1.—Are veterinary surgeons better able to carry 
out the work for which they have studied than 
formerly ? 

2.—Are we standing still in our profession or going 
forward and not making sufficient advancement to cope 
with the time? 

3.—Are we of real use to the stockowner ? 

4.—Do we do all in our power to alleviate suffering 
among dumb animals, which should be our first en- 
deavour ? 

_5,—And are we better able to combat disease and 
sickness amongst our domesticated animals thaa 
formerly ? 

6.—What is the position the veterinary surgeon of to- 
day should hold with regard to the public ? 

To the first question “ Are veterinary surgeons of t?- 
day better able to carry out the work for which they 
have studied?” I may, I believe, answer with confiaence, 
that everything that can conduce to the restoration to 
health of the animals placed under our charge are 
brought into requisition by the veterinary surgeon ° 
the present. To begin with, his education, pupilage a0 
college life, is now practically the same as for the sister 
profession the medical. 

His term at college extending to four years, after 
having served a pupilage with a qualified veterinary 
surgeon and having satisfied a board of examiners 12 
not less than five examinations, he at last receives 4's 
diploma. 1t is only fair to assume that this must be 4 
sufficient preparation for the calling he has taken UP 


and is in marked contrast to the old method of learnins 
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the art. The books he now has to store his mind with, 
and be well versed in, are the best obtainable, in patho- 
logy, histology, chemistry, materia medica, anatomy, 
physiology, hygiene, and the important matters relating 
to diet, together with proper stable management, the art 
of shveing, and the examination of meat destined for 
human food. 

As to the medicines used, their strength, composition 
and therapeutic value and action are well known and are 
prepared with an an amount of care in the old time 
unknown. I speak from my own experience, and [ 
know it. 

Asto the instruments used in veterinary work, we 
have the n.icroscope, the clinical thermometer, the 
hypodermic syringe, the catheter, the tracheotomy tube, 
the trocar, the stilleto for puncturing the colon in the 
horse, the easy and comfortable gag for attention to the 
teeth, the instrument for administering chloroform for 
dangerous and painful operations, the use of padded 
slings, and even operating tables. All these are the 
result of the labours of thinking men, working for the 
love of their calling, and with a determination to relieve 
pain and suffering. The ventilation of our stables, byres, 
and cowsheds, the condition of the fodder, and the 
purity of the water used are fully considered. Toa man 
earnest in his work and having a love for it, means great 
self-denial, almost a prohibition from taking part in pub- 
lic or social life, close personal application to his prac- 
tice, with a constitution capable of standing all and any 
exposure to climate, great patience, and a determina- 
tion to persevere that must be prepared to meet all 
obstacles. 

_With our patients, there is usually a conspiracy of 
m silence. Neither the owner, the attendant, nor the 
= patient can give us any perfect history of the case—as a 
™ rule an important aid to diagnosis—and each case we 
treat we must think out for ourselves. Of course, we 
often find there are men who have never gone into the 
matter who know by instinct exactly what is required, 
Just as we find it in other walks of life, and I am in- 
clined to the belief that these men, without their know- 
ing it, act for our good and probably help to make us 
careful. Moreover, in our cases the result of post- 
mortem examination may be readily brought either to 
confirm or refute our diagnosis. 

I trust I may express the opinion that the veterinary 
surgeon of to-day is better equipped than he was 25 
years ago that is, if in addition to his college career 
he has had the great advantage of an apprenticeship. 

To the next question, “ Do we stand still in our pro- 
fession ?” I am inclined to answer that if we do it is 
our own fault. New operations performed, new medi- 
cines used, new medical appliances, new instruments of 
the first manufacture ; better nursing insisted upon, 
wee 2tiseptic treatment of wounds ; more literature on the 
different subjects, reports of cases to periodicals and 
papers ; conferences and meetings of this character for 
the interchange of thought, translations from works of 
foreign authors, for comparison with methods of our 
own—all must assist in advancing our thoughts and 
ideas for practical application. And it is the customary 
and correct thing to do now when a member of the pro- 
fession has discovered a remedy or devised an operation 
for the relief of suffering amongst our patients, to give 
the result of his labour to others, in order that they may 

benefit and pain be relieved. 
f late years much has been done in the way of com- 
parative pathology, and benefit has been derived by the 
public in conse uence, and even more may be exper- 
senced if the medical and veterinary profession could be 
rought more together. Asan instance of what I mean, 
. ae a few years ago giving my opinion ona 
wee. =e Stated that the animal was affected with 
= — osis. A short time before the wife of the owner 
en ill, and continued so for a little over a year, at 


the end of which time she died from tuberculosis, my 
patient having died from the same disease two days 
previously. The cases ran together and both certificates. 
gave the same disease as the cause of death. My im- 
pression then was, and has been since, that could doctor 
and veterinary have approached each other, benefit to 
both patients may have been derived, and instruction 
imparted to both medical attendants. 

The use of anvesthetics, cocaine, the tests for tubercu- 
losis and glanders, the introduction of mallein and anti- 
toxin, go to indicate that we are not standing still and 
that real efforts are being made by earnest men for the 
advancement of the art of veterinary medicine and 
surgery. 

To the question “ Are we going back as a profession ?” 
my Answer is not so easy, and it is one of some anxiety 
and doubt. By going back I do not mean that we are 
more indolent, more inclined to let matters slide, more 
neglectful of our work, or take less interest in it. That 
I do not for one moment admit, or believe. What I wish 
to bring to your notice for consideration is, are the con- 
ditions of veterinary surgery and medicine such as to 
warrant men who have a love for their work, resting and 
becoming satisfied with its present condition ; and how 
toimprove it. To be successful means hard work, close 
application, great watchfulness, a capacity for reasoning, 
and thinking out symptoms presented to us as the result 
of close observation, in order to secure careful diagnosis 
—to attend every case according to its own individual 
merits. There is no hard and fast line in medicine, to be 
able to relieve, not only the patient, but satisfy the 
owner. In our cases we have no particular idiosyncrasies 
of the mind to play upon. Nor can we gain much by 
the administration of placebos ; it is mostly a question of 
expense, and that must be taken into consideration. 

How often has it been that a veterinary surgeon has 
been disappointed, baffled in his endeavours, in his de- 
sire to relieve, and when relief could have been attained, 
but has been stopped by the question of expense, and 
until the time comes when all meat for human food shall 
be examined by qualified veterinary surgeons before and 
after slaughter, so long must we put up with this dis- 
heartening state of affairs. 

I venture to say that a few years since torsion of the 
uterus in the cow was never attempted to be relieved. 
Tracheotomy in the horse as a means of allowing the 
animal to work in comfort was never suggested. India- 
rubber pads to give the proper foothold on some of our 
modern roadways were not used. The treatment of the 
foot has been gone into. Mutilation, as formerly prac- 
tised, is not carried out, and immense benefit to horse 
and owner has been the result. The mode of adminis- 
tering medicines, the remedies used are beyond doubt 
improved. There was an idea that any medicine was 
good enough for veterinary use. It is not so now, and 
veterinary surgeons know what they are using, and talk- 
ing about. I donot think that better drugs or medicinal 
preparations are used in any private or hospital practice 
than are used in our profession to-day. I have seen a 
brad-awl used by an “empiric” for puncturing the ear 
in cases of colicin the horse. I consider the hypodermic 
injection of morphia by the veterinary surgeon a vast 
improvement. In laminitis the sole was cut away until 
it gave on pressure of the thumb, the sole cut right into 
and the foot placed in hot water. It usually took 
months to recover. Now with a more humane treat- 
ment it does not take so many weeks, and without the 
attendant cruelty as in theformer method. This, to my 
mind, points to real advancement, and it has been possi- 
ble to relieve an immense amount of suffering unthought 
of in the past. 

3. “Are we of real use to the stockowner?” 1 am 
ready to believe that we are, and that we really earn our 
remuneration. I never yet met with a county squire, 
master of hounds, trainer, dealer, breeder or groom, who 
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thought, and the caustics and medicaments that were 


i dy to avail himself of the opinion 2 
formerly applied to wounds must have caused immense 


of the qualified veterinary surgeon, and willing to carry 


suffering. 


It was only a short time since I was called 


is i i d it to his benefit to 
= etna to see a cart mare suffering from quittor, that had been 
treated by the Empiric with the old “ Black Oils,” the 


In the region of cattle practice the management and 
treatment of outbreaks of anthrax, rinderpest, pleuro 


chief ingredient of which is, as you know, sulphuric acid, 
and when I saw it the whole of the foot had sloughed. 


neumonia, tuberculosis, blackwater, cow-pox, foot-and- 
One can imagine the suffering caused, whereas by a little 


mouth disease, and other serious ailments affecting farm 
stock, the veterinary surgeon’s opinion is sought for and 


proper surgical interference it might have been put right, 
and a valuable animal saved. With morphia, cocaine, 


his advice carried out. The diagnosis of these cases is ; 20€ 
now certain, and should outbreaks occur do not cause a methyl, ether, used hypodermically, and the administra- 
tion of chloroform, pain is lessened and many restored to 


fraction of the loss that was originally sustained. The 


health. Operations which could scarcely be attempted 


atient enquiry into the pathological condition known as 2 ; : 
t ay : without serious risk to life are now of every day 


tuberculosis received from the veterinary profession a 
full recognition of its importance, and to our profession 


occurrence, 


Our education, our remedies, our mode of application, 


credit is due for the research made and for the amount i ‘ } 
of information placed at the disposal of the public. Rin- the quiet and thoughtful consideration as to the best 
derpest and pleuro-pneumonia have been stamped out, | means to be adopted towards the end, the real wish to 
and anyone who can remember the frightful ravages of | enquire into anything likely to produce a good result, 

| the earnest attention to make the means at our disposal 


these fell diseases, as well as that of foot-and-mouth 


\eonduce to the well-being of our patient, do honestly 


disease, must admit we have done good work for the ¢ 
I enable us to surmise that we are better able to combat 


stock owner to justify our claim to recognition. 

remember an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease, I think 
it was in 1866. The sight was sickening, and the stock- 
owner of to day can scarcely imagine anything so disas- 
trous on a farm or in a herd of dairy cows. Of tubercu- 


suffering amongst our domesticated animals to-day than 
we ever were, and can we only get our clients to take 
more personal interest in their own property and give us 
an encouraging word occasionally ; still greater benefit 


losis it may be said that means of ascertaining its exis- | may be derived. 


tence are ready to hand. 
In matters relating to the health of and the diseases 
affecting the horse, farcy, glanders, anthrax, sarcoptic 
mange, are instances in which immense benefit has been 
derived by the attention of the veterinary profession, 
whilst in the examination of horses as to soundness be- 
fore purchase, the advantage of acting under the advice 
of an expert is so fully recognised that anything in the 
way of horseflesh worth anything at all is usually exam- 
ined. Some outside the profession know a good deal 
more than any expert can hope to on such matters, but 
my experience has been that the knowing ones have paid 
acon | in the long run for their boldness. It is not al- 
together a thankful piece of business, and it speaks 
volumes for the way in which our assistance is valued | 
seeing there is so little real difference of opinion. | 
To all interested in the domesticated animals and to all 
lovers of horses we are earnest in our endeavour to gain 
their confidence, and honest in our work. The contidence, 
I believe, we gain, these appreciate our labour I have 
had in my mind the probable difference in the results 
obtained in the present war had the Veterinary Depart- 
ment of the Army been in the condition that it should 
have been. Tens of thousands of pounds, and scores, 
nay, hundreds of precious human lives might have been 
saved if it had been so fully recognised and equipped as 
the Army Medical Department. Anyone reading the | 
frightful condition of the Horses and their want of proper | 
Medical treatment and attention from experts during 
the South African War must be impressed with the | 
urgent need of the Veterinary Department of the Army | 
being put on a proper footing, and until the position of | 
the veterinary surgeon in the Army is as fully recognised | 
as that of the medical officer, so long will this lamentable | 
state of affairs last, and this valuable and necessary pub- | 
lic department suffer. We are in hopes that in time to | 
it it deserves, and it will 
ye a recognition of the fact t i 
at we are of real benefit to | 
_ The next questions I will answer together. That there | 
is an Immense amount Of suffering alleviated by the use 
of proper remedies, surgical appliances, clinical treatment, | 
condition of nursing, hospitai management, baths, anws- | 


thetics, ventilation, and enlightened 
g ed stable inanagement 
he old heroic method of blister, ble i 
of blister, ed, and 
have a most vanished, and it is right that it should re 
A more humane style has been the outcome of modern 


To the last question I may remark that the life and 
osition of a veterinary surgeon is pretty much what he 
ikes to make of it. No doubt the changes that have 


taken place in English country life do not tend to im- 


prove matters,—I think it will be an evil day when old 


English country life is superseded—the out of door exer- 
cise which is the great feature of our life is one great 


charm, to be so many hours with Nature is deeply in- 
teresting. The practice of a veterinary surgeon needs 
close application to his work, deep interest in his cases, 
great energy, strength of purpose, and a full determina- 
tion to avoid the great pitfalls of temptation often asso- 
ciated with his daily life. It is only to a man really in 
love with his work that satisfaction comes. The veteri- 
nary surgeon has the well-being of valuable stock com- 
mitted to his care ; he has to stand as umpire between 
seller and | agen he has to take his stand against 
cruelty to dumb animals; to be ever ready to assist at 
any hour night or day. The inspection of meat for 
human food is in most cases, and should be in all, en- 
trusted to his supervision. The inspection of stables, 
the examination of cows, and in fact everything relating 
to the conditions of Animal Life are to a certain extent 
his peculiar work, and can be done by no other man 
well. His public position is always open to comment 
and criticism, but by this he dves not suffer ; and diffi 
cult as it apparently seems to be able to satisfy all exac- 
tions, I give it as my opinion that the standing of the 
veterinary surgeon of to-day as a faithful servant of the 
public is one that will bear favourable comparison with 
that of any other professional walk in life. 


Mr. Bioye, in proposing a vote of thanks to the 


President for his very excellent address, said it w% § 


quite out of the ordinary run of papers and all the more 
acceptable on that account, and as such could be equallet 
by very few of them. The questions which the Prest- 
dent propounded were of the very greatest interest [ 
them. The first question he asked was, “Are vetel 
nary surgeons better able to carry out the work for 
which they have studied than formerly?” He (MF 
Bloye) emphatically endorsed the very optimistic ve" 
which the President took throughout the paper. , . 
him he said that veterinary surgeons were better equipped 
In every regard to carry out their work, Then he asked: 

Are we standing still in our profession or going '° 
ward ?” and in reply to this he (Mr. Bloye) held that 
they were not standing still but were going forwal 
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And so he followed right through the paper, but he 
thought there was one point on which the President was 
not sufficiently emphatic. He mentioned the advantage 
which accrued to any man who had been a pupil, but he 
did not make enough of the disadvantage to any man 
who had not been a pupil. The average veterinary sur- 
geon who had not had the advantage of pupilage was in 
nine cases out of ten nota success, and if he could have 
his way he would, in spite of the heavy toll levied upon 
the profession, make it imperative that every man 
should undergo pupilage with a man accredited in the 
art of teaching. 

Mr. OLVER seconded the vote of thanks. He agreed 
with every word Mr. Bloye had said, and he felt so 
strongly on the point that if it was in his power no man 
should be qualified to become a veterinary surgeon un- 
less he had gone through pupilage with a man who had 
a practice, and su learnt practical work. He had seen 
many men who were perfectly useless to act as veteri- 
nary surgeons until they had been with some man and 
learnt their business. During his great number of years’ 
practice, he had had many assistants, and he was sorry 
to say that some to start with were worse than useless. 

The vote of thanks was unanimously accorded. 

The PRESIDENT, in reply, said he was very much 
obliged for the compliment. Talking about apprentice- 
and non-apprenticeship, he had occasion to want an 
assistant and put himself in communication with a 
gentleman who had been president of the Royal College, 
and it was through his recommendation that he engaged 
him. He thought he would suit him, but after he came 
he found he had never been an apprentice. He had had 
to pay £3 3s. a week and keep his own horse, and he 
believed that all he had had to do was to ride about the 
place. He did no work, and anything like drudgery was 
altogether foreign to him. A man would have a far 
better chance of earning his living by being apprenticed 
after leaving coilege, and if necessary it would be better 
to take off a year or so from his term at college and devote 
It to apprenticeship rather than he should not be appren- 
ticed at all. Without this experience, and owing to not 
details, men were handicapped in the race 

or life. 

The members attending the meeting subsequently 
partook of tea at the invitation of the President. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The last meeting of this Association was held on 
Friday, June 8th, at the North Eastern Hotel, Darling- 
ton. Mr. J. H. Taylor, Darlington, presided. There 
were also present Messrs. W. N. Dobbing and C. G. 
Hill, Darlington ; J. G. Deans, H. H. Roberts, and P. 
Snaith, Bishop Auckland ; G. E. Gibson, Sedgefield ; 
E.R. Gibson, Seaham Harbour ; E. H. Pratt, Northal- 
lerton ; G. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland; and W. Awde, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

An apology for non-attendance was received from Mr. 
Peele, West Hartlepool. 

€ minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 

read and contirmed. 

= circular having been read from the Royal Institute 
- Public Health ve meeting to be held at Aberdeen in 
Hil beginning of August, Mr. Awde proposed, and Mr. 
| seconded, that Mr. Taylor (President) be appointed 
ad elegate to attend the meeting and that his out-of- 
Cae <a expenses be defrayed by the Association. 


In the cases onerated on by Professor Hobday at last 


her escape home a few miles away, but seemed little the 
worse and made a good recovery. Mr. Pratt’s chestnut 
mare was slightly improved by the operation and was 
sold at Mayfair for £17. The other horse was working 
every day and may be considered in every way satis- 
factory. 

Mr. SNAITH produced two fractured humeri in which 
each condyle was broken. 

Mr. Gipson mentioned that he had recently met a case 
in which a mare had twin foals, one dead and one alive. 
wore DosBING mentioned another case of the same 

ind. 

A communication having been read from the Secre- 
tary of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund asking 
for the appointment of a committee to investigate any 
local cases of distress in connection with the fund, Mr. 
Dudgeon proposed and Mr. G. E. Gibson seconded that 
the President (J. H. Taylor) and Secretary (W. Awde) 
act in that capacity, and that a dunation of five guineas 
be given tothe fund. Carried. 

The election of officers for ensuing year was then taken 
as follows :— 

President.—G. E. Gipson, Sedgefield, proposed by 
H. H. Roberts, seconded by G. R. Dudgeon. 

Vice-Presidents.—W. N. Proposed by J. G. 
Deans, seconded by W. Awde; G. R. DupGEoN, pro- 
posed by P. Snaith, seconded by W.N. Dobbing. 

Secretary and Treasurer —W. AwvdE, proposed by G. 
R. Dudgeon, seconded by E. R. Gibson. 

Auditors.— Messrs. TAYLOR AND DoBBING, proposed 
ma ‘tad be re-elected by W. Awde, seconded by P. 

nalth. 

Mr. SNAITH proposed a vote of condolence to the wife 

and family of the late Dr. R. Taylor Manson, of Darling- 
ton, who was an Hon. Associate. Seconded by Mr. Hill 
and carried. 
Mr. Taylor proposed, and Mr. Dobbing seconded, the 
nomination of Mr.S. E. Morton, M.R.C.V.S., Middles- 
bro’*, as a member of the Association. Carried. His 
election will take place at next meeting. 


A FEW NOTES ON BROOD MARES AND 
YOUNG STOCK. 
By E. R. Greson, M.R.C.V.S., Seaham Harbour. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—In dealing with the 
subject of brood mares and young stock, it is not my in- 
tention to enter into an exhaustive treatise on horse 
breeding, as I don’t consider myself an authority on 
that subject, but as we are now in the midst, or perhaps 
nearing the end, of the breeding season, at least as far 
as the equine species are concerned, I think it will not 
be out of place to bring before your notice one or two 
conditions incidental to parturition, and another occur- 
ring in the foal after birth. In these few remarks I 
refer particularly, but not entirely, to the heavier breed 
of — Clydesdales, as it is with them I have had most 
to do. 

In the breeding of horses the first and most important 
question which arises is the selection of your animals. 
lt ought to be the first consideration of the breeder to 
endeavour to produce only those animals which ap- 

proach to the standard laid down as perfection. In 
other words to breed only from sound stock. Volumes 
have been written on the question as to what constitutes 


soundness, and as to what diseases and conditions are to 


be considered hereditary and likely to be transmitted 


from parents to a It is not my attenticn bere 
to enter into this su 
discuss the question. 


ject, as it would take too long to 


Granted you have a pregnant mare, her treatment for 


some considerable time before parturition is a question 


meeting, Mr. Taylor reported that the bitch did 
piendidly. A few days after the operation she made 


of importance. 
a great deal to do with the production of a healthy foal. 


Judicious feeding and exercise have 
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In the case of farmers who only breed one or two foals 
jn a season the mares are usually kept at work during 
the winter until near the time of foaling. When breed- 
ing on a larger scale, with the number of mares In excess 
of those required for the working of the farm, a certain 
number must necessarily be idle. In these cases it 1s 
the best plan to let your mares run out all the winter. 
There seems to be a prevalent idea amongst all farmers, 
at least those of my acquaintance, that it is absolutely 
necessary for horses to be housed at night during the 
winter season. This is quite a mistake, animals which 
are left at large, are provided by nature with an ample 
covering to protect them from the weather. Animals 
housed at night certainly feel the effects of cold during 
the day. And another thing; if you want to have your 
animals in show condition in the spring there is nothing 
like a winter’s run. After the winter coat is cast, the 
legs appear clean and hard, in contrast to the flabby 
appearance of those otherwise treated. Of course in 
rough weather it is necessary to feed atleast once a day 
on hay and corn and if possible a few swedes. 

The next question to consider is the time of year best 
suited for foaling. In the North of England it is a mis- 
take to have very early foals. In my opinion the months 
of April or May are quite soon enough. At that time 
the weather is usually mild enough to allow of mare and 
fual being turned to grass soon after the birth of the 
foal, and thus derive the benefit of fresh grass and 
exercise. Early foals bave a tendency to get what is 
commonly called “ up on their joints ” and are often out- 
stripped by their younger brethren as the season 
advances. 

The few remarks I have already made refer more 

rticularly to the breeder than the veterinary surgeon, 

ut there is a condition arising in the mare after par- 
turition with which we have all to deal at times, and 
which I would like to say a word or two about. I refer 
to retention of the placenta. During the last two seasons 
I have had a good many cases of this kind, and I think 
the treatment of a mare with a retained placenta is of 
great importance, and if neglected gives rise to very 
serious conditions. I was generally taught that the 
placenta is expelled by the contraction of the uterine 
walls. This may be the case to some extent, but reten- 
tion of the placenta is due also to the same cause, the 
contraction taking place at the neck of the uterus, what 
is known as hour-glass contraction in human practice. 
In the majority of cases immediately after birth the 


amnionic portion of the placenta becomes dependent | h 


from the orifice of the vulva, and is connected inwardly 
with the chorionic portion by the ruptured umbilical 
cord, The weight of the outer portion brings vbout 
separation between the chorion and the uterine wall, and 
this brings about expulsion. : 

As to the length of time a retained placenta should be 
allowed to remain opinions differ ; as far as my experi- 
ence gues the sooner it is removed the better for the 

tient. Of course it may safely be left in most cases 

a en or two, or er four or five hours, but as a 
rule there are symptoms of inconveni isi i 
p convenience arising from it 

e removal of the placenta is not a very di 

operation. I was taught that the best plan is ro Neapras 
of the outer portion and to twist continuously until the 
inner portion becomes detached. Well, I have tried that 
plan without much success. In most cases the placenta 
of the mare is not firmly adherent to the uterine wall 
but is retained by the contraction of the neck of the 
uterus and os uteri. In such cases a little gentle traction 
is sometimes sufficient to remove it. In cases where 
there is firm adhesion to the uterine wall the best plan 
is to pass the hand along the umbilical cord as far into 
the uterus as possible, and by gentle manipulation with 
the fingers you will suon get a handful of membrane 
and this should be drawn as gently as possible towards 


the outer orifice. If any amount of force is required a 
start should be made in another place, and so on in 
several places until the whole of the membranes are 
After the removal of the placenta comes the most im- 
ortant part of the operation, that is the thorough disin- 
_nodeata of the uterus. For this purpose the best instru- 
ment to use is Arnold’s modification of Reid’s pump. 
I inject into the uterus from half a gallon to a gallon of 
1 in 2,500 solution of bi-chloride of mercury. After in- 
jecting the fluid the barrel of the pump should be de- 
tached and all fluid syphoned off by means of the tube ; 
during the removal of the fluid it is <mageey | to keep 
the hand in the uterus to prevent blocking of the nozzle 
by suction on the mucous membrane. In cases where 
there has been a dead foal, or difficulty in parturition 
from any cause, the operation of washing out ought to be 
repeated at least once a day fcr four or five days. I 
consider this the only preventative of septic metritis 
and laminitis in the mare, and too much aitention can- 
not be paid to the matter, especially the careful removal 
of all fluid and debris from the uterus, as if left it only 
acts after a time as an irritant, causes uterine pains, and 
generally aggravates the case. 
I am confident that a number of mares are lost after 


difficult parturition, where surgical interference had been _ 


necessary, from no other cause than a want of care in 
preventing the absurption of septic organisms through 
the uterine circulation. I have had several cases where 
mares which have foaled allright, at about the second 
day presented symptoms of laminitis, although the 
uterus was to all appearance healthy. After a wash out 
with the solution named the symptoms have abated and 
a rapid recovery resulted. 

The next condition I propose to say a word or two 
about is one arising in the toal shortly after birth—the 
disease known as joint-evil or joint-ill. Now this is a 
very troublesome disease, and causes a great amount of 
loss at times. Cases of joint-evil are not very satisfac- 
tory ones either for the practitioner or his client ; as a 
rule they are not amenable to treatment, hang on for 
weeks, with the result probably that the animal either 
dies or may be a confirmed cripple. 

As far as my experience goes there are two affections 
of the joints occurring in young animals, and arising 
from different causes. The first is that arising in young 
foals from 24 to 48 hours old. The animal is born toall 
appearances healthy, sucks all right, and generally be- 
aves as a rational foal should do, until perhaps one day 
old, when he is noticed lame in one or more limbs wit 
painful swellings about the joints, usually the hocks of 
shoulder, although I have had a case occurring in the 
pastern joint only, and thought the mare had trod on It, 
and treated it accordingly until it died, when post-mor 
tem revealed otherwise. In these cases I have notl 
that during life there is very little urine excreted. a 
post-mortem there is more or less inflammation of the 
tissues about the affected joints, and the capsule fille 
with an abundance of watery fluid resembling synov!® 
but without the oily appearance of that fluid. The ki¢ 
neys are congested, with sometimes dropsy of the vap 
sule. The bladder as a rule empty. And usually 4 
ante-mortem clot in the left ventricle of the heart- 
actual cause of death. 

The cause of the disease is the failure of the kidneys 
to perform their function in carrying off the uripaly 
elements from the blood. The duration of the disea* 
is very short—from 12 to 24 hours, and treatment 
not of much avail. j 

The other form of joint-ill is that occurring 12 older 
foals, from one to six weeks old, and is associa e 
the formation of purulent abscesses in or about o 
joints. The cause of this disease is the access" 
pyogenic organisms through the umbilicus. The ™ 
bilical cord is made up of the umbilical arteries 
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-vein, and the urachus, which during foetal development 
-connects the foetal bladder with the allantoic portion of 
‘the foetal membranes. 


In some cases it is necessary to ligature the ruptured 


-ends of the umbilical vessels in the foal. But I think 


the practice is resorted to more than is necessary, a little 
ressure with the finger and thumb for a few seconds 
Sete in most cases all that is required to prevent 


‘hemorrhage. The practice of ligaturing has this dis- 


advantage, that after the ligature is applied as a rule no 
further precautions are taken ; in time the lower portion 
commences to slough off, pus is formed at the point of 
separation, and this is the beginning of some cases of 
joint-evil. 

In normal cases the urachus contracts and closes at 
birth, and the urine passes through the urethra ; in others 
the orifice does not close, and when urinating part of the 
urine continues to be evacuated at the umbilicus. This 
is a very troublesome condition, and as long as the 
urachus remains perforate organisms easily gain access 
to the system and give rise to this particular condition 
of the joints, although it is not necessary to have drib- 
bling of urine in order to have a case of joint-ill, as 
organisms frequently gain access through the umbilical 
vein and thence into the hepatic circulation. 

Now what preventive measures are best for this 
disease. What we want to do is to render aseptic and 
bring about contraction of the remnant of the umbilical 
-cord as soon as possible, and for this purpose there is 
nothing better than sol. of ferri. perchlor., one in two of 
water, applied once a day for two or three days after 
birth. Dribbling of urine does not occur until the dried 
‘up portion of the umbilical cord has dropped off. Many 


-different methods of treatment are adopted to stop the 


flow of urine, the most popular one being the applica- 
tion of a ligature close to the abdominal wall. The 
method which has yielded hest results to me has been 
‘the injection into the open vessel of a strong antiseptic 
and astringent solution. 1 find that weak solutions do 
no good, and therefore use a half per cent. sol. of hyd. 
bichlor, with excellent results, as one, or at most two 
injecticns are usually sufficient. The syringe used holds 
about a drachm, with a nozzle about 14 inches long. 

The preventive treatment of this disease is most im- 
portant, but when called to a case some curative treat- 
‘ment must be tried. If the weather isat all mild I think 
mare and foal are better on the grass. If there is diffi- 
culty in rising, the foal should be assisted to its feet in 
order to suck the dam four or five times a day. I hada 
case last season under treatment for quite three months, 
which ultimately recovered. The administration of 
sodx salicylas or salicylic acid is sometimes beneficial. 

‘he agent from which I see the most benefit is cod liver 
oil administered twice daily. But unless you have a very 
valuable animal to deal with, the trouble and expense of 
treatment, come to considerably more than the value of 
the patient. 


Discussion. 


Mr. Awpe had met with cases of retention of placenta 
this season in mares, but did not allow them to remain 
there very long on account of the danger of septic lamini- 
tis supervening. He used chinosol as an antiseptic for 
irrigating the womb, preferring it to the hyd. perchlor, 
as there was less straining after its use. Had seen 
several cases of navel-ill in foals too, but the disease was 
well established in the majority of cases before being 
Seen, and treatment of little or no good. 

Mr. G. E. Gipson used pure carbolic acid for navel-ill, 
and with good results. In pervious urachus lime water 
was used. He leaves foetal membranes in mare 12 to 
14 hours before removal, and preferred Jeyes’ fluid for 
‘washing out the womb afterwards. 

Mr. Swarr should not think 24 hours too long a time 
to allow the fo-tal membranes to remain before removal. 


He used potass permanganate solution jor irrigation. 
In navel-ill cases had used argent. nit. and solution of hyd. 
perchlor. 

Mr. DUDGEON in a case of pervious urachus blistered 
with cantharides which caused irritation, swelling, and 
closed the opening. He considered 24 hours too long to 
leave the membranes; 12 hours was long enough. He 
considered Jeyes’ fluid the best antiseptic afterwards. 
Navel-ill was preventible, but ascepticism is hardly 
possible in ordinary farm yards. Had seen a case of 
navel-ill under treatment for four months, and it re- 
covered. 

Mr. Pratr recommended the removal of retained 


foetal membranes from a mare within 12 hours, or lamini- _ 


tis was likely to result. Had a mare foaled at 1 a.m. 
and at 8 a.m. everted the uterus in trying to get rid of 
the placenta ; if a small piece of placenta was retained 
it would set up laminitis. 

Mr. DEANS would not leave placenta there 24 hours. 
He used a hot iron to the navel in feals. 

Mr. H1ILu used chinosol for purposes of irrigation after 
removal of placenta, and considered 12 hours sufficiently 
long to allow them to remain. Used ferri perchlor. to 
the navel of foals. 

Mr. TaYLor considered that pervious urachus was not 
very difficult to treat alone, but if associated with navel- 
ill it was often a very difficult matter indeed. 

Mr. Gipson having replied to the discussion, a hearty 
vote of thanks was accorded him, on the proposition of 
Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. G. E. Gibson, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. DuDGEON proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Taylor 
for presiding, seconded by Mr. Snaith and carried. The 
members then had tea in the Hotel. 

Awpe, Hon. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


GROUSE DISEASE. 


Cabarfeidh writing to The County Gentleman says :—- 
“A fortnight ago I commented on the fact that reports 
of the outbreak of grouse disease, which are more often 
than not founded on no authentic information, crop up 
regularly every season, and remarked on the absence of 
any such report this year. The latter observation, how- 
ever, no longer holds good. Grouse disease is reported 
to have broken out on the Duke of Richmond and Gor- 
don’s moors at Glenfiddich and Blairfindy, in Banffshire. 
But I cannot say whether any reliance can be placed in 
these reports ; when a few dead grouse are picked up on 
a moor, keepers and others are only too apt to ascribe 
the cause of death to this scourge of the heather. The 
present period and season does not appear to me to be at 
all favourable for the outbreak of a virulent attack of 
grouse disease, nevertheless one must remember that the 
epidemic often breaks out under conditions most un- 
favourable to its propagation. This is probably due to 
the fact that there are more than one form of disease. 
In 1873, Dr Spencer Cobbold closely invested the cause 
of death, and considered it due to the presence in the 
intestines of tiny worms, resembling human hair cut in 
lengths, and scarcely visible to the naked eye. A decade 
later, during a virulent outbreak of disease, Dr. Klien, 
who examined the bodies of dead birds, found no trace 
of these worms, but instead discovered minute organisms 
of globular form. Neither of these scientists hazarded 
an opinion as to what caused the presence of these 
minute forms of animal life, but Mr. W. Colquhoun de- 
clares that in nine cases out of ten unwholesome food is 
the cause of grouse disease. Now. it is difficult to 
realise how unwholesome food should be the cause of 
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rouse disease at the present time. Judicious heather 

urning assures the destruction of the old, indigestible 
stems on which grouse might otherwise feed, supplying 
instead a growth of young, tender, and succulent shoots. 
There are, however, causes which, despite the greatest 
care, destroy heather shoots of all ages. These are hard 
frosts during winter, when the heather is uncovered with 
snow, and a continuance of dry east winds in the spring. 
During the past winter we had severe frosts which cer- 
tainly blasted considerable tracts of heather, off which a 
previous freshet had melted the snow. Had grouse 
disease, therefore, manifested itself in the spring I would 
not have been greatly surprised. But as these blasted 
tracts now show their wonted freshness and succulency, 
the cause of the outbreak must be looked for elsewhere. 
I am of opinion that the reported outbreak—if trae—will 
prove of no very serious nature, will be limited toa very 
small area, and in all probability will not be heard of 
again. So, at least, let us hope.” 


IGNORING THE VETS. 


Various matters recently come to light are calculated 
to occasion legitimate complaint on the part of members 
of the veterinary profession. The Glasgow Corporation 
have increased the salary of their tramway manager, Mr. 
John Young, because, as one man put it, he has dis- 
covered a cure for glanders. This is about the coolest 
statement ever made even by a Glasgow demagogue, and 
the veterinary profession may legitimately take umbrage 
at such a transparent misreading of palpable facts. 
Everybody is glad that Mr. Young is getting his salary 
raised, although many !who reside in Glasgow would 
prefer that the prosperity of the tramway system was 
not so largely due to a cause which casts dishonour on 
the fair name of the city’s motto ; but it is very far in- 
deed from being true that Mr. Young, or, so far, anybody 
else, has discovered a cure for glanders. If it should be 
established that mallein is a curative, »s well as a diag- 
nostic agent, the man who discovered mallein will mani- 
festly be the discoverer of the mallein cure. In any 
case, the suggestion that mallein might be curative did 
not at first come from Mr. Young’s fertile brain. This, 
however, is a comparatively small affair, and very prob- 
ably the vets. are taking it calmly. The other matter is 
more serious, and they are making remarks. 

The annual report of the Board of Agriculture for 1899 
has at length seen the light, but not until after the vote 
for the maintenance of the Board had been passed in 
the House of Commons. As The Veterinary Record 
observes, “This is doubtless a pure coincidence, but it 
seems a reversal of what ought to be.” The report glori- 

fies the lay side of the animals division (whatever that 
may be), and gives very little credit to the vets. for what 
has been done in the suppression of rabies and other 
contagious diseases. Mr. Cope naturally says something 
about the services of the profession, but what he says is 
watered down by a very pointed piece of special pleading 
from the pen of Major Tennant. We have no intention 
of maintaining the infallibility of the veterinary surgeon; 
he sometimes makes grievous blunders ; but so also does 
the family hysician, and we do not therefore dismiss 
all medical officers of health. The Board, when it 
issued its report, was legitimately in a complacent frame 
of mind regarding foot-and-mouth disease, pleuro-pneu- 
monia, and rabies, but swine fever was stil] perplexing 
and continues to beso. It appeals to owners and dealers 
in pigs to exercise a self-denying ordinance, and for a 
lengthened period in limited areas restrict. the move- 
ment of pigs. In Somersetshire something of this kind 
has been done, and, according to the figures excellent 
results have followed. In 1895 the outbreaks in that 
county numbered 641; in 1896, 204: in 1897, 72; in 


1898, 73; and in 1899, 44. So far well. But it is 
material to the present inquiry to know what part the 
vets. played in iene about this desirable result. It 
is undoubted that the members of the profession regard 
themselves as being unfairly treated in connection with 
the general policy of the Board, and a feeling of. that 
kind is not consistent with the hearty co-operation of 
general practitioners in an enterprise which demands 
that before everything else.— The Scottish Farmer. 


HORSE TRANSPORT. 


The Persia sailed from Albert Docks on July 6th with 
small drafts of the Royal Horse Guards, the Ist and 2nd 
Life Guards, and the 2nd Gloucestershire Regiment. 
She carries in all seven officers, 142 men, and 186 re- 
mount horses. Among the officers is Civil Veteriaary 
Surgeon J. P. Dunphy. , 

The Persia belongs to the Anchor Line, and she has. 
made three previous voyages as Transport No. 54. Her 
experience goes to bear out what I have said before 
about the best class of ship for horse transport in regard 
to size and deck arrangement. The Persia is a very nice 
boat in other respects, with good troop decks and saloon 
accommodation for officers, but she is small, as modern 
ships go, being only 3,560 tons, and_ not built to carry 
cattle, The horses have therefore to be carried in com- 
partments and on the upper deck. It is held by some 
people that such ships are really better for horse trans- 
port than the modern cattle-ship type with long end-to- 
end cattle decks, because the compartments are less 
draughty and the horses do not catch cold. The present 
experience does not corroborate that view, and the 
Persia is an illustration in point. On her first voyage 
she had the bad luck to break her shaft, and the troo 
were transferred at St. Vincent, but she completed the 
other two, losing 16 per cent. of the horses on the one 
and 9°3 per cent. on the other. This is more than double 
the average. The Glengyle, a ship of much the same 
size and character, has had a very siz ilar experience, 
and it is instructive to compare these two small sbips 
with two of the largest, which have also made two 
voyages each. In making comparisons two voyages at 
least must be taken in order to eliminate the element of 
chance as far as possible. The following are the average 
losses per cent. 


Large Ships. Small Ships. ’ 
Cymric | Glengyle 114 
Armenian 2'1 | Persia 126 


The losses in the Persia, as in most other ships, were 
due chiefly to pneumonia, and that not'‘among the horses 
on the exposed upper deck but among those in the con- 
partments, which are snug and dranghtless. This seems 
strong evidence in favour of the long, well-ventilat 
cattle deck.—7'he Times. 


REMARKABLE CONFLICT OF VETERINARY 
EVIDENCE. 

At Dudley Police Court, Monday, July 9, George 
Allen, Occupation Street, and Jeese’ “Ainsbury, High: 
land Road, were summoned, the former for working @ 
the latter for causing to be worked, a horse that ws 
lame.—The case had been adjourned for the purpose ° 
calling further evidence. Mr. L. Green, on the last 
occasion, stated that it was cruel to work the are 
whilst Mr. T. Chambers said the horse could be worke 
on the road without harm to it.—Mr. Green, senr., com” 
borated his son’s evidence.—Mr. Joseph Parker, Bir 
mingham, also said the horse was lame, and in his opin!" 
it was cruel to work it on the road. 
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Three veterinary surgeons were called to rebut the 
Mr. T. Chambers said the 
horse was perfectly fit to work.—Mr. Rutherford, Brier- 
ley Hill, said the horse was fit to work, and Mr. Prit- 


chard, Wolverhampton, corroborated. He said the horse 


was not suffering from pain, and was in good condition. 
All the witnesses named are veterinary surgeons. 

The Bench considered the case proved and fined 
Ainsbury 10s. and costs, and Allen 5s. and custs.— Bir- 
mingham Gazette. 


TUBERCULOSIS IN ROME. 


At a recent meeting of the Societa Lancisiana di Roma 
Professor T. Gualdi, chief medical officer of the Bureau 


_of Hygiene, gave some interesting particulars regarding 


tuberculosis in Rome. While, he said, the population 
of the city had increased from 350,000 in 1885 to over 


.508,000 in 1899 the number of cases of tuberculosis had 


remained about the same, and it might therefore be in- 
ferred that there had occurred a relative diminution in 
the prevalence of the disease. But even if the propor- 
tion had remained the same there would still have been 
cause for satisfaction, because as the population increased 
so did the sources uf contagion. Pulmonary tubercu- 
losis, which on account of the greater ease of diagnosis 
afforded a better guide than other forms, accounted for 
over 900 deaths out of a total for all forms of 1500. A 
diminution had taken place in the number of abdominal, 
meningeal, glandular, and miliary cases, which (except 
the last) were the usual index of infection by the diges 
tive tract. In regard to the morbidity there was little 
to guide one since the hospitals reported only the 
gravest cases. The number of cases of pulmonary tuber- 
culosis might, however, be put down as being at least 
three times as great as the number of deaths—in other 
words, it might be said that every year there were 3000 
phthisizal subjects in Rome. A good deal had been 
done in the direction of prophylaxis, but much remained 
to be done. Tuberculosis of animal origin had been 
reduced toa minimum. No tuberculous meat was eaten 
and milk no longer presented serious dangers. Santori 
had found bacilli constantly present in the sediment of 
the milk —_— in Rome which resisted acids after 
staining with Ziehl’s solution and yet were not tubercle 
bacilli. These were constantly present in the normal 
feces of the cows. But no bacilli capable of causing in- 
fection were found. The hygienic condition of the 
dairies had improved immensely. The use of tuberculin 
had become general and gave splendid results. On 
notice being given by the authorities of the slaughter- 
house of any cow with tubercle the cows of the dairy 
from which the animal came were at once tuberculinised. 
All cows were now so examined once a year. At first 
there was a great difference between the number of 
cases In oxen and the number in cows, but now there 
was the same proportion in both—viz., 6 per cent.— of 
those slaughtered, and in the greater number the tuber- 
culosis was circumscribed. Since cattle caught the in- 
fection from man it was well to keep them out of the 
city, although this rendered supervision more difficult. 
—The Lancet. 


LOBSTERS. 


To the Editor of The Times. 


© Sir, —How is it that the Society for the Prevention of 
—, to animals and the Anti-Vivisection Society 
© not join their forces for the purpose of putting down 
ht Asc means the horribly cruel practice of boiling 
obsters alive ? The fishmongers throughout England 
every day inflict far more torture than is inflicted by 


‘| to me. 


all the experiments of physiologists in the course of 
a year. 

There is no such excuse for it as that made for the 
infliction of pains by sportsmen. It is not an accomp- 
animent of certain pleasures, and it is not incident to 
the obtainment of food. It is an absolutely superfluous 
cruelty. 

Sympathizing as I do with some who carry their pro- 
tests so far as to refuse to eat lobsters, I was led some 
time since to consider how the evil might be dealt with. 
Certain experiences of my salmon-fishing days recurred 
I remembered that after a salmon had been 
landed a blow on the back of its head from a heavy 
stick or a good-sized stone, held in the hand, sufficed to 
cauge death ; the shock given to the brain arresting its 
function Would not the same thing happen if the chief 
ganglion of a lobster were subject to a like shock? Ex- 
periment verified the inference that it would. Since 
then my cook always kills a lobster by striking it on the 
carapace just behind the eyes, where the chief nervous 
centre is seated ; ordinarily using a rolling-pin, which is 
a sufficiently heavy implement always at hand. A thud 
given by this is instantly fatal. 

Legislative coercion is not needful to enforce adop- 
tion of thismethod. The blow required produces a more 
or less marked fracture of the carapace, and if all who 
are humane enough to trouble themselves about the 
matter refuse to buy lobsters which do not bear this 
mark they may, after a time, put an end to the barbarity. 
It is true that the fishmongers may persist in their 
usual practice, and make this fracture after the boiling, 
alleging either that their customers do not like a 
damaged shell or that the water which oozes through 
the cracks injures the flesh—a perfectly baseless state- 
ment, as I can testify. Should there arise any such 
obstacle it may be met, either by having the Pens 
killed in presence of the buyer, or by having ‘t sent 
home alive and leaving the cook to kill it.—I am, Sir, 
yours, etc., 

H. 5. 


Brighton, June 20. 


The Suppression of Rabies. 

At the recent annual meeting of the Metropolitan 
Counties Branch of the British Medical Association the 
following resolution was proposed by Sir W. R. Gowers, 
F.R.S. (who pointed out that no case of rabies had oc- 
curred in this country for six months, owing to the 
action of Mr. Long), seconded by Mr. Thomas Bryant, 
ex-president of the branch, supported by Sir Samuel 
Wilks, F.R.S., and others, and carried nem con. :— The 
members of the Metropolitan Counties Branch of the 
British Medical Association beg to express to the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Agriculture their appreciation of 
the success of the measures he adopted for the extinction 
of rabies, of his firmness in maintaining them, and their 
sense of the great service he has rendered to the com- 
munity by thus abolishing a cause of death and intense 
suffering to both man and animals. The resolution was 
duly forwarded to Mr. Long, who has acknowledged its 
receipt.— Times. 


Housing of the Working Classes. 

A Conference is to be held by the Sanitary Institute on 
July 30th and 31st for the rapes of considering the 
problem of the Housing of the Working Class Population 
in London and other large towns. 

In connection with the Conference an exhibition of 
plans and models is being arranged in the Parkes 
Museum and among the drawings that would be exhibited 
are those prepared for the London County Council, the 
Corporations of Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds and Belfast, 
The Guinness Trust, Peabody Trust, the Improved In- 
dustrial Dwellings Company, and other public bodies. 
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PRELIMINARY EDUCATION. 


For the last few years the preliminary education of | 


medical students has engaged the attention of the 
General Medical Council. Examiners and teachers have 
both declared that the failures in anatomy and physiology 
which at the examination of the Conjoint Board in Eng: 
land amounted to nearly 50 per cent., were attributable 
to the lack of true education—that is, of the power to 
learn ; instances were also occasionally reported by exam- 
iners for the public services of gross ignorance in English, 
which reflected much discredit on the efficiency of pre- 
liminary examinations. 
The subject was therefore referred by the Council to 
the Education Committee in June, 1896, and special 
attention was directed to one examination, the second- 
class certificate of the College of Preceptors, the refer- 
ence being subsequently extended to the whole subject 
of preliminary education. On the committee's report in 
November, 1897, the Council resolved to recognise no 
standard lower than. that of the junior local examina- 
tions of the universities. In November, 1898, a second 
report recommending the exclusion of the second-class 
certificate of the College of Preceptors was adopted, but 
it further stated that it was not practicable to raise the 
standard above that of the junior local examinations. 
This point was referred back for further consideration. 
In June, 1899, the Committee asked for expert assis- 
tance. The three experts to whom the question was re- 
ferred reported as follows : “We suppose that in our in- 


quiry we should have regard to two points in particular : 


(1) the securing of a fair amount of well-digested know- 
ledge in regard to the elements of each of the principal 
subjects which constitute a liberal education ; (2) power 
of applying that knowledge towards the further trainin 
of the faculties.” As regards the latter, they peccernes 
disappointment, and added that the candidates who had 
only just obtained the pass mark did not appear to have 
acquired this power, but had been merely passive recip- 
ients of knowledge during their school life without imbi- 
bing any desire or power of attacking a fresh subject. As 
regards the knowledge actually acquired, they expressed 
the opinion that generally this was adequate in the sub- 
jects required, which subjects might be regarded for the 
present as sufficient. 

The General Medical Council was, however, unwilling 
to give up its desire to raise the standard of preliminary 
education upon a report which for the most part gave 
conclusions without much information as to the data upon 
which they were based, and which, by the way, was not 
expressed in very elegant English. The Council, there- 
fore, asked for more detailed information. In their final 
report, which came before the Council during its last 
session, the experts adhered to their first expressed 
opinions, and submitted further suggestions as to the 
modifications which in their opinion should be made in 
those examinations which are “ specially drawn up for the 
purposes of a medical preliminary.” 

As in their opinion some of the junior examinations 
are thoroughly inadequate, they urge that the General 
Medical Council should direct its efforts to raising the 
standard of such as are inefficient to the level of the best. 
They have drawn up a set of recommendations for the 
General Medical Council to circulate amongst examining 
bodies in the hope that the latter may be incited to im- 
prove the character of their examinations. 

But the difficulty of the whole position is that a large 
number of examinations are recognised, but most of these 
are designed for quite other purposes than the prelimi- 
nary examination of intending medical students, who 
form but a small proportion of their candidates. "Thus 
the report while acknowledging that the examinations re- 
oo eee: all that could be desired, proposes a 
rem y that in all probability cannot be applied ;in other 


. 


words, it is tantamount to the per 
which is avowedly not satisfactory. 


the requirements of the medical students as para- 
mount, and will alter the whole style of their papers at 


the suggestion of the General Medical Council and its. 


advisers. 
The experts go on to say that they have considered the 


question whether senior and higher grade examinations. 


should be substituted for junior. Taking into account 
the present state of secondary education in the country, 
they do not consider it possible to enforce such a re- 
quirement in the near future. A demand of this kind 
might result ina fiasco, either by diminishing to an 1n- 
definite extent the number of candidates entering the 
profession, or by compelling the examiners to a laxity of 
marking and a depreciation of the character of question- 
ing which would merely have the effect of lowering the 
senior papers to the level of the junior papers. 

However unwilling we may be to endorse these 
opinions, the report of the experts cannot be read with- 
out recognising its sincerity and its weight. They think 
that the Council has been led astray by the names: 
“senior ” and “junior,” and, they hold that some of the 
senior examinations are of less value as tests of educa- 
tion than some of the junior. Merely, therefore, to: 
abolish the junior examinations would not necessarily 
raise the standard ; but they think it would be impossi- 
ble to compel medical students to pass the best types of 
the senior examinations before entering upon their 
special studies. The senior examinations are calculated 
for persons between 17 and 18 years of age, whereas 
many medical students begin their special studies before’ 
17. The difference between the senior and junior stand- 
ards, if the best types be thus taken, lies not only in the 
questions asked, but alsu in the character of the answers 
required. It is impossible, the experts say, to expect 
boys of 16 to answer questions in the way which is re- 
quired one or two years later. The words “senior” 
and “junior” have a real meaning, and if medical stu- 
dents are of the junior age it is unreasonable to expect 
the senior standard. 

_They add the following observation : “We are con- 
vinced that, asa general rule, a high pass mark ina 
paper aiming at a somewhat lower grade is a more 
efficient test of a good schooi education than a low pe 
mark in a paper aiming at a higher grade. It is advis- 
able that an examination should bear upon the face of 
its printed paper of questions the relative difficulty of 
its standard. It is therefore suggested that in those 
examinations which are specially drawn up for the pur- 
poses of a medical preliminary, the pass. mark should be’ 
fixed at not lower than 40 per cert.” 

Here, again, we are faced by the assumption that @ 
number of very diverse bodies will comply with outside 
recommendations, for the would-be medical student 38 
im no way ear-marked at this stage of his career ; at 
the best it involves a revision of the list of examina 
tions and the expunging of those which do not choos 
to the standard set down.—British Medica 

ournal. 


DEPARTMENTAL HUMOUR. 


It is a well-known fact that the Board of Agriculture 
has been remarkably successful in obtaining all kinds © 
reports on suspected cases of swine-fever. That diseas? 
has simply been “read into” numerous ailments, such # 
mild pneumonia, indigestion, influenza, broken ribs, 49 
so forth. But the Board is getting tired of abnorm® 
vigilance and useless alarms. In 1898, 17,124 reports ° 
suspected outbreaks were received at headquarters, 2 
of that vast total 14,610 proved to be unfound 


year, 12,521 reports were forwarded to the Board, and “4 
per cent. of them proved false alarms. Commenting ° 


tuation of that. 
or it is hardly to. 
be expected that the various authorities will consider’ 
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the matter in the newly-issued report on the “ Animals 


at 6G Division,” the Assistant Secretary to the Board says : 
bo “The Board, whilst much appreciating the vigilance 
- shown both by owners of suspected swine and by the 
A police, and the desire evinced to assist the Board in ex- 
at tinguishing the disease, would be in a far better position 
- ™ toreduce expenditure in the administration of the Act 
' and Orders if more discrimination and discretion were 
? shown by those concerned.” Then he proceeds to note, 
in quite delightful fashion, that when a pig has been 
nt “crushed ina gate, or has been overlaid by a sow, no 
% = useful result can be obtained by an expensive veterinary 
vd inquiry.” Who says that departmental sense of humour 
af isdead? Gilbert and Sullivan have evidently not lived 
a in vain— Dundee Advertiser. 
of 
n- 
ne THE VETERINARY SERVICE. 
h- A correspondent writing to Zhe Standard from Pre- 
nk toria says :— 
es “Tn spite of the hard work, and rations reduced, by 
he ® order of the headquarter authorities, to half weight, those 
ca- ae horses which lasted arrived in fairly goud condition. A 
to: /™ considerable percentage, however, dropped out, sore- 
ily i ©=6backed and disabled, and were left behind at the rvad- 
sl- sides. The fact raises some important issues affecting 
of ™ the reorganisation of the Veterinary and Remount 
eir ® Departments. It has been shown during this war that 
ed ® the horses are badly bought, in ignorance of the require- 
aS =e ments and conditions obtaining; they came out un- 
ore: trained for the special work, uncared for, in bad fettle, 
id- me unshod, tenderfooted, and generally in soft condition. 
the Se And these are the animals which are immediately put to 
ers t hard work, carrying eight stone of kit and a total average 
ect weight of 20 stone, and from which so much service has 
re- been demanded. These drawbacks have considerably 
or militated against more rapid movements and more 
tu- ‘Successful results of the recent cavalry operatio ns. 
ect The Veterinary Department should come in for special 


attention in the consideration of general reform. The 
supervising staff is undermanned. Seeing the large per- 
centage of horses which become unfit, and are simply 
left behind on the road side, at an enormous loss to this 
Department, the suggestion seems reasonable to provide 
veterinary officers with a staff of subordinates who could 
remain behind in charge of depots for the reception of 
temporarily disabled animals. Horses with sore backs, 
p Sut otherwise sound, could, for instance, have been 

tnrned to useful account in harnessing them to Cape 
y carts, such as accompanied the cavalry, and could have 
} Served to relieve pack and other horses of kit. 


GENERAL SIR FREDK. FITZWYGRAM’S PRIZES. 


_At an examination open to students from all the 
,,*terinary Colleges in Great Britain, held at Woolwich 
Bi om inst., the first prize of £50 was won by W. G. 
_ red, of Hanley, Staffs., and the second of £30 by 
stud Runciman, Ely, Cambs., both lately graduated 
udents of the New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


Personal. 


ue yafoLtAR—On the 23rd July, at 5 Porchester Place, 
3 MRC ysamare, W., the wife of W. W. Dollar, 
= 'L.V.S., 56 New Bond Street, W., of a daughter. 


| 
ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


General Buller reports from Standerton :—Discharged — 


from hospital to duty, week ending July 6th, 
Veterinary Dept.—V.-Maj. W. Gladstune. 


C.V.S. Dixon arrived at Bloemfontein, June 25; Frank- 
lin, Tasker, Fountain, June 26 ; Barnes, June 28. 
All posted to F.V.H. 


From the London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Patt July 25th. 


V.-Capt. Lewis is granted local rank of V.-Major while 
serving with | Army. 

V.-Capt. Hazelton goes to China. 

C.V.S. Nock arrived at Southampton in ss. Nubia on 
Tuesday evening, invalided from South Africa. 


OBITUARY. 
CHARLES FREDK. AsHTON, V.S., Bell Hotel, Chelmsford. 


An inquest was held at Chelmsford on the body of 
Charles Frederick Ashton, a veterinary surgeon and 
trainer. Deceased, who till recently assisted Mr. Alfred 
Poole, a well-known owner of steeplechasers and hunters 
at Chelmsford, was a frequent rider at steeplechase 
meetings in the Eastern Counties. He rode at the Tun- 
bridge Wells horse show last Friday, and in the even- 
ing was violently kicked in the abdomen by a horse at 
Tunbridge Wells Station. Notwithstanding that he re- 
ceived serious internal injuries, he travelled back to 
Chelmsford in a horse-box, and on his arrival he was 
removed to the infirmary, where he died the following 
day. A verdict of “ Accidental death” was returned,— 
Westminster Gazette. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


_ THE MATRICULATION EXAMINATION 


Sir, 

I think that a few politic, observant, and far seeing 
business men could easily settle the question of the 
matriculation examinations in a very short time. A 
little enlightenment as to the average number of stu- 
dents who enter the Colleges by means of approved 
certificates would be acceptable. 

Independence is dear to us as individuals and I do 
not see why it should not be also dear to us as a cor- 
porate body. Putting aside sentimental views, however 
(though if the sentimental and business views coincide so 
much the better), and assuming that Professor McCall’s 
motion means that a special and uniform examination 
shall be held for all the Colleges the question seems to 
be confined toasmall space. That the change would be 
a just one seems almost self-evident. If it would also 
add to the income of the R.C.V.S. it would seem also 
politic and expedient. 

Presumably the colleges get nothing as a matricula- 
tion fee from those who enter their portals by means of 
approved certificates. If these certificates are numerous 
it may be that anice little income is lost to the R.C.V.S. 
Whether the change would materially decrease the num- 
ber of entrants to the colleges is a question which obser- 
vance, statesmanship, and foresight ought to be able to 
settle. It is probable that entrants to the colleges 
would soon adapt themselves to the new regulations if 
the preliminary examination was made obligatory, special 
and uniform, and that the number of entrants would not 


decrease.— Yours truly, 
G. MAYALL. 
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THE ARMS OF THE R.C.V5S. 

Sir, 
Will you kindly inform me through your valuable 
per whether a M.R.C.V.S. is allowed to use the Col- 
on Arms on his notepaper, billheads, labels, etc., with. 
out a licence from the Inland Revenue for armorial 


bearings. 
M.R.C.V.S. 
|Any registered member of the R.C.V.S. may use the 
Arms on his bill-heads, carriage, or spoons if he cares to.— 
Ep.]. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :— Messrs: 
J. Dunstan, W.Awde, White Wallis, G. Mayall, 
Clare Sewell Read. E.L. Stroud. ‘ M.R.C.V.S.” } 

The Indian Daily Telegraph, The Evening Dispatch (Edin.) 
The Evening Standard, The Northampton Daily Chronicle. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 


Road, 8.W. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Bombay V.M.A. 
Pres Major Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Vety.-Lieut. F. 8. H. Baldrey, m.R.¢.v.s. a.v.D. 
N. D. Dhakmarvala, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
8. N. R Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
N. Narsingrao, Esq., G.B.v.c 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: V. E. Vakharia, Esq., G.B.v.c, 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. W. C. Croudace, m.r.c.v.s., Haltwhistle 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. Thompson, m.R.c.v.s., Aspatria 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Caucutta V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 


V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. Matthew Clarke, m.r.c.v.s., Wimbledon, 8.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, m.r.c.v.s., 
; 29 Sprirg-st., Hyde Park, W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p-m. 


Centra V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. W. A. Byrne, m.R.c.v.s., Roscommon 
Hon. Sec. & Treas; Mr. M. J. Cleary, m.x.c.v.s., Mullingar 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., F.R.c.v.s., 
Southtown, Gt. Y h 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. F. B. O. Taylor, m.n.c.v.s. eis 
Weston Longville, Norwi 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. John P. Small. 


Ver. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. M. Hedley, r.n.c.v.s. 
Privy Council Office. Dubli 
Hon. Sec. Mr. J. McKenny, 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 


LancasairE V.M.A. 
es: Mr. Jos. Abson, F.n.c.v.s., Norfolk-st, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry Locke, m.n.c.v.s. st, Sheffield 


Grosvenor Street, Oxford Street.. M 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, 


V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. James Smith, m.r.c.v.s., Huntingdon 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E.C. Russell, u.x.c.v.s., Grantham 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb . June and October 


Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr.J.J. Burchall, u.n.c.v.s., Loughborough 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.B.C.v.S., 
Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb. & May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November 


Nationa VET. ASSOCIATION. 

Pres: Mr. M., Hedley, F.R.c.v.s., 

Privy Council Office, Dublin Castle: 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s8. 

Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F-8.c.v.s., Whitechapel,' London. 


Natrona, Benevotent & Morvan 
DeEFENCcE Socrery. 

Pres: Mr. Geo. Morgan, F.8.c.v.s., 95 Stanhope-st. Liverpool 

Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, F.n.c.v.s., Manchester 

Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, M.R.c.v.s. 

Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st.. Manchester 


New Sovurn Wares V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. John Stewart, H. AND A.s. 

Vice: Mr. John Pottie, 4. and a.s. 

Hon. Sec. d& Treas: Mr. J. D. Stewart, M.R.C.v.8. 


or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. T. Moore, F.8.¢.v.s., Jurrow-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. 8, Elphick, m.n.c.v.s. 
Newgate-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Nortu or Scotntanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Adam Sievwright, m.R.c.v.s., 
Tarland, Aberdeenshire 
Hon. Sec: Mr. William McPherson, w.8.c.v.s., Huntly 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. L. Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Sidney Villar, r.x.c.v.s., Greenhill, Harrow. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. P. Owen, m.n.c.v.s., 98 High-st. Thame 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Roya. Scortisu V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.r c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.r.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshi 


Vetertnary M.A. 
Pres: Prof. Hobday. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Clement E. Rix, KR. V. Coll. 
Assist. H.S. Mr. John Hobday, R.V.C., Camden Town, N.W- 


Scottish Metropouitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. Andrew Boyd, r.n.c.v.s., Melrose 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.r.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


DurHam anp Nortu Yorxsurre V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. J. H. Taylor, u.n.c.v.s., Darlington 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, ¥.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SoutHern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. Hall, r.x.c.v.s, Southampton 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.n.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Wates anp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. Sayer, m.n.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Hon Sec . Mr. D. G. Davies, .n.c.v.s., High-st, Swanse® 
Treas . Mr, E. Sayer, m.n.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Meetings First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. P. G. Bond, u.x.c.v.s., Plymouth ql! 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Dunstan, .r.c.v.8. St. Mellion, Cor? 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scornanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Dr. James McIntosh McCall, Vety, Coll. Glasgo¥ 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. J. Bishop, 
754 Garscube Road, Glase? 


Yorksuire V.M.A 
Pres Mr. M. Robinson, m.r.c.v.s. Barnsley Led? 
Hon. Sec; Mr. A. McCarmick, m.8.0.v.s., Kirkstall-rd, 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, and October. 
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